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What is Digital Authoritarianism?

We define digital authoritarianism as the practices aimed at ...
1) manufacturing or improving popular support for the incumbent,
2) reducing the threat of existing opposition, and

3) preventing future opposition
... using digital technologies.
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Areas for Future Research

Based on our review of research on digital authoritarianism, we see 5 areas for future work:
* How digital practices interact with each other and traditional tools of political control

* Digital authoritarianism beyond well studied cases such as Russia and China

* Connections between practices used domestically and those applied abroad

* Intended and unintended consequences of digital authoritarianism

» Strategies for countering digital authoritarianism

Disclaimer: This report summarizes the findings of the academic study cited above. This initial inquiry should
be complemented by a larger body of evidence before definitive conclusions can be drawn.



